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Close Reading Routine
Edge provides opportunities for students to engage with complex texts as Read Alouds and 
Close Readings. One of the Common Core State Standards’ goals is to enable students to 
“undertake the close, attentive reading that is at the heart of understanding and enjoying 
complex works of literature” (CCSS, 2010, p. 3). The practice of close reading includes 
four fundamental characteristics (Beers & Probst, 2012; Coleman, 2011; Frey et al., 2012; 
Hinchman & Moore, in press; Lapp et al., 2012)— short, rigorous texts, multiple readings, 
academic discussion, and a focus on text evidence. This routine combines the three strands of 
the CCSS—Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, and Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. 

1. � Read for Understanding  To begin, display the Student eEdition for the class. The 
purpose of the first reading is to help students form initial understandings of the text by 
determining a text’s genre and topic.

•	�Read the entire selection aloud and help students examine its purpose, structural 
patterns, and features to determine its genre. Have students respond to two basic 
questions: What kind of text is this? and How do you know? Have partners enrich their 
responses by identifying relevant elements of the text, reading illustrative sections aloud, 
and comparing the text to others in the Student Book. 

•	�Help students compose a topic statement by leading them through two steps: (1) Identify 
the topic: This text mostly tells about . . . and; (2) Compose a topic-plus-comment: This 
 text mostly tells about . . .  (insert the key word) . . .  and . . .  (supply a phrase stating  
what the text mostly tells about the key word) . . .  

2. � Reread and Summarize  The purpose of the second reading is to help students 
deepen understandings of the author’s key ideas and details. 

•	�Direct students to reread the text in order to summarize it. For students who need extra 
support, read chorally or have students take turns reading aloud with a partner. Students 
may also read along with the audio recordings provided in CD and MP3 formats.

•	Have students identify the 3–5 most important words in each section of the text.

•	�Have partners compare their topic statements and important words in preparation for 
summarizing the selection. Then have students individually compose their summaries. 
When time permits, lead them to share, compare, and revise their summaries.

3. � Reread and Analyze  In the third reading, students deepen understandings of (a) the 
author’s meaning, and (b) the author’s use of craft and structure. Model how to analyze a 
text element such as word choice, descriptive language, text structure, or point of view. Point 
out an example in the text. Then have students explain how it helps shape the meaning of the 
selection. Invite students to examine how the element affects meaning in other segments of 
the text. Have students use the Interactive Practice Book to mark and explain text evidence.

4. � Discuss  The purpose of this step is to help students integrate their knowledge and ideas 
to build new understandings that they can apply to other readings. Begin a whole-class 
discussion that leads students to develop ideas and form general statements about how 
authors craft their texts. Ask questions about relating, applying, and evaluating texts. 

5. � Connect to the Guiding Question  Finally, help students connect the text to the 
unit topic and build new understandings of the world. Support students as they apply the 
ideas in the text to the unit’s Essential Question. Conduct a discussion and have students 
generate questions to use for short research projects.

Student Book

Interactive Practice Book

90 Unit 1 Choices

Historical Background
�In the early 1930s, a drought hit the midwestern 
U.S. and farmers in the area lost all their crops. 
This area became known as the Dust�Bowl because 
of the wind storms that swept dust over everything. 
Many families packed what little they had left and 
drove west to work in the fields of California.

1 “…the road is full a them families goin’ west. 
Never seen so many. Gets worse all a time. Wonder where the hell they all 
come from?” 

2  “Wonder where they all go to,” said Mae. “Come here for gas sometimes, 
but they don’t hardly never buy nothin’ else. People says they steal. We ain’t�
got�nothin’�layin’ around. They never stole nothin’ from us.” 

3  Big Bill, munching his pie, looked up the road through the screened 
window. “Better tie your stuff down. I think you got some of ’em comin’ now.” 

4  A 1926 Nash sedan pulled wearily off the highway. The back seat was 
piled nearly to the ceiling with sacks, with pots and pans, and on the very 
top, right up against the ceiling, two boys rode. On the top of the car, a 
mattress and a folded tent; tent poles tied along the running board. The car 
pulled up to the gas pumps. A dark-haired, hatchet-faced man got slowly out. 
And the two boys slid down from the load and hit the ground. 

In Other Words
a�them�families�goin’� of those families going 
ain’t�got�nothin’�layin’� don’t have anything  
 lying
sedan� medium-sized car

  Critical Viewing: 
Mood What is 
the mood, or 
feeling, of this 
photograph? How 
did the photographer 
achieve the mood?
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Historical Background
�In the early 1930s, a drought hit the midwestern 
U.S. and farmers in the area lost all their crops. 
This area became known as the Dust�Bowl because 
of the wind storms that swept dust over everything. 
Many families packed what little they had left and 
drove west to work in the fields of California.

1 “…the road is full a them families goin’ west. 
Never seen so many. Gets worse all a time. Wonder where the hell they all 
come from?” 

2  “Wonder where they all go to,” said Mae. “Come here for gas sometimes, 
but they don’t hardly never buy nothin’ else. People says they steal. We ain’t�
got�nothin’�layin’ around. They never stole nothin’ from us.” 

3  Big Bill, munching his pie, looked up the road through the screened 
window. “Better tie your stuff down. I think you got some of ’em comin’ now.” 

4  A 1926 Nash sedan pulled wearily off the highway. The back seat was 
piled nearly to the ceiling with sacks, with pots and pans, and on the very 
top, right up against the ceiling, two boys rode. On the top of the car, a 
mattress and a folded tent; tent poles tied along the running board. The car 
pulled up to the gas pumps. A dark-haired, hatchet-faced man got slowly out. 
And the two boys slid down from the load and hit the ground. 

In Other Words
a�them�families�goin’� of those families going 
ain’t�got�nothin’�layin’� don’t have anything  
 lying
sedan� medium-sized car

  Critical Viewing: 
Mood What is 
the mood, or 
feeling, of this 
photograph? How 
did the photographer 
achieve the mood?
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48 Unit 1: Choices

Read for Understanding

1. Genre What kind of 
text is this passage? How 
do you know?

2. Topic Write a topic 
sentence to tell what the 
text is mostly about.

Reread and Summarize

3. Word Choice In each 
section, circle three words 
or phrases that express the 
big ideas in that section. 
Note next to each word or 
phrase why you chose it.

• Section 1: paragraphs 1–18
• Section 2: paragraphs 19–42

4. Summary Use your 
topic sentence and notes 
from item 3 to write a 
summary of the selection.

It’s fiction because the 

characters and dialogue 

are invented. The title 

says that it’s part of a 

longer book. 

This text mostly tells 

about a waitress and how 

she treats a poor family 

that needs supplies.

Possible response: 

When a poor family 

stops at the diner where 

Mae works, she is tough 

at first but shows them 

kindness in the end.

CLOSE READIng
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Historical Background
�In the early 1930s, a drought hit the midwestern 
U.S. and farmers in the area lost all their crops. 
This area became known as the Dust�Bowl because 
of the wind storms that swept dust over everything. 
Many families packed what little they had left and 
drove west to work in the fields of California.

1 “…the road is full a them families goin’ west. 
Never seen so many. Gets worse all a time. Wonder where the hell they all 
come from?” 

2  “Wonder where they all go to,” said Mae. “Come here for gas sometimes, 
but they don’t hardly never buy nothin’ else. People says they steal. We ain’t�
got�nothin’�layin’ around. They never stole nothin’ from us.” 

3  Big Bill, munching his pie, looked up the road through the screened 
window. “Better tie your stuff down. I think you got some of ’em comin’ now.” 

4  A 1926 Nash sedan pulled wearily off the highway. The back seat was 
piled nearly to the ceiling with sacks, with pots and pans, and on the very 
top, right up against the ceiling, two boys rode. On the top of the car, a 
mattress and a folded tent; tent poles tied along the running board. The car 
pulled up to the gas pumps. A dark-haired, hatchet-faced man got slowly out. 
And the two boys slid down from the load and hit the ground. 

In Other Words
a�them�families�goin’� of those families going 
ain’t�got�nothin’�layin’� don’t have anything  
 lying
sedan� medium-sized car
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did the photographer 
achieve the mood?
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48 Unit 1: Choices

Read for Understanding

1. Genre What kind of 
text is this passage? How 
do you know?

2. Topic Write a topic 
sentence to tell what the 
text is mostly about.

Reread and Summarize

3. Word Choice In each 
section, circle three words 
or phrases that express the 
big ideas in that section. 
Note next to each word or 
phrase why you chose it.

• Section 1: paragraphs 1–18
• Section 2: paragraphs 19–42

4. Summary Use your 
topic sentence and notes 
from item 3 to write a 
summary of the selection.

It’s fiction because the 

characters and dialogue 

are invented. The title 

says that it’s part of a 

longer book. 

This text mostly tells 

about a waitress and how 

she treats a poor family 

that needs supplies.

Possible response: 

When a poor family 

stops at the diner where 

Mae works, she is tough 

at first but shows them 

kindness in the end.
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Historical Background
�In the early 1930s, a drought hit the midwestern 
U.S. and farmers in the area lost all their crops. 
This area became known as the Dust�Bowl because 
of the wind storms that swept dust over everything. 
Many families packed what little they had left and 
drove west to work in the fields of California.

1 “…the road is full a them families goin’ west. 
Never seen so many. Gets worse all a time. Wonder where the hell they all 
come from?” 

2  “Wonder where they all go to,” said Mae. “Come here for gas sometimes, 
but they don’t hardly never buy nothin’ else. People says they steal. We ain’t�
got�nothin’�layin’ around. They never stole nothin’ from us.” 

3  Big Bill, munching his pie, looked up the road through the screened 
window. “Better tie your stuff down. I think you got some of ’em comin’ now.” 

4  A 1926 Nash sedan pulled wearily off the highway. The back seat was 
piled nearly to the ceiling with sacks, with pots and pans, and on the very 
top, right up against the ceiling, two boys rode. On the top of the car, a 
mattress and a folded tent; tent poles tied along the running board. The car 
pulled up to the gas pumps. A dark-haired, hatchet-faced man got slowly out. 
And the two boys slid down from the load and hit the ground. 

In Other Words
a�them�families�goin’� of those families going 
ain’t�got�nothin’�layin’� don’t have anything  
 lying
sedan� medium-sized car

  Critical Viewing: 
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feeling, of this 
photograph? How 
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48 Unit 1: Choices

Read for Understanding

1. Genre What kind of 
text is this passage? How 
do you know?

2. Topic Write a topic 
sentence to tell what the 
text is mostly about.

Reread and Summarize

3. Word Choice In each 
section, circle three words 
or phrases that express the 
big ideas in that section. 
Note next to each word or 
phrase why you chose it.

• Section 1: paragraphs 1–18
• Section 2: paragraphs 19–42

4. Summary Use your 
topic sentence and notes 
from item 3 to write a 
summary of the selection.

It’s fiction because the 

characters and dialogue 

are invented. The title 

says that it’s part of a 

longer book. 

This text mostly tells 

about a waitress and how 

she treats a poor family 

that needs supplies.

Possible response: 

When a poor family 

stops at the diner where 

Mae works, she is tough 

at first but shows them 

kindness in the end.
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Historical Background
�In the early 1930s, a drought hit the midwestern 
U.S. and farmers in the area lost all their crops. 
This area became known as the Dust�Bowl because 
of the wind storms that swept dust over everything. 
Many families packed what little they had left and 
drove west to work in the fields of California.

1 “…the road is full a them families goin’ west. 
Never seen so many. Gets worse all a time. Wonder where the hell they all 
come from?” 

2  “Wonder where they all go to,” said Mae. “Come here for gas sometimes, 
but they don’t hardly never buy nothin’ else. People says they steal. We ain’t�
got�nothin’�layin’ around. They never stole nothin’ from us.” 

3  Big Bill, munching his pie, looked up the road through the screened 
window. “Better tie your stuff down. I think you got some of ’em comin’ now.” 

4  A 1926 Nash sedan pulled wearily off the highway. The back seat was 
piled nearly to the ceiling with sacks, with pots and pans, and on the very 
top, right up against the ceiling, two boys rode. On the top of the car, a 
mattress and a folded tent; tent poles tied along the running board. The car 
pulled up to the gas pumps. A dark-haired, hatchet-faced man got slowly out. 
And the two boys slid down from the load and hit the ground. 

In Other Words
a�them�families�goin’� of those families going 
ain’t�got�nothin’�layin’� don’t have anything  
 lying
sedan� medium-sized car

  Critical Viewing: 
Mood What is 
the mood, or 
feeling, of this 
photograph? How 
did the photographer 
achieve the mood?
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48 Unit 1: Choices

Read for Understanding

1. Genre What kind of 
text is this passage? How 
do you know?

2. Topic Write a topic 
sentence to tell what the 
text is mostly about.

Reread and Summarize

3. Word Choice In each 
section, circle three words 
or phrases that express the 
big ideas in that section. 
Note next to each word or 
phrase why you chose it.

• Section 1: paragraphs 1–18
• Section 2: paragraphs 19–42

4. Summary Use your 
topic sentence and notes 
from item 3 to write a 
summary of the selection.

It’s fiction because the 

characters and dialogue 

are invented. The title 

says that it’s part of a 

longer book. 

This text mostly tells 

about a waitress and how 

she treats a poor family 

that needs supplies.

Possible response: 

When a poor family 

stops at the diner where 

Mae works, she is tough 

at first but shows them 

kindness in the end.
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